Diary of a tour operator
April 24, 2010.

We took off from Birdsville in good conditions for flying, no cloud or wind.  The Simpson Desert is full of water holes and green, very spectacular I have never seen the desert like this before.  

We followed the course of the Diamantina River which is in flood with water flowing aimlessly across the desert, finding its way around the sand dunes.  After all the rain, the desert is alive with colour and there is heaps of water still coming down.

Flying low across to the Warburton and followed this huge river all the way into Lake Eyre.  The lake is slowly filling and has as much water in it as it had at the peak last year.  With all the water still coming down, this will surely be a big flood in the Lake Eyre Basin.  Only saw a few water birds, they could be anywhere with so much water spread across such a vast area.

The relative short distance from Lake Eyre North to William Creek was more the normal for the arid outback, with no water at all. No more green.

Later in the day we flew across Lake Eyre South which is also filling then onto the magnificent Flinders Ranges and over Lake Frome, which also has water in it.  This is the first time I have seen water here, I worked out that this lake is about 45-km across.  Mighty trip, best ever, so proud to be Australian.
Rob Asplin

Accredited Tourism Operator
